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The Camera Club is doing surprising 
things - get in touch with one of them if 
you‟re interested in manual photography, 
pinhole cameras, developing and/or 
printing, black and white photography - or 
just getting together with other (varying 
degrees of) amateurs.  They are often out 
and about, and I have good reason to be 
grateful to them for many of the photos 
that I use in the magazine.  Lots of 
readers tell us that the pictures make the 
magazine more likely to be read (hooray!),  
and the generosity of the camera club 
(and others) is very, very much 
appreciated.  They have their own (very 
new) page on the web site, so you can 
see what they get up to.   
 
Thanks this month to Chris and Jeanie for 
the photo of the petrol pump.  Once I 
would have paid good money to have the 
pumps removed - now, eleven years later, 
I think they sort of belong.  In such odd 
ways does industrial archaeology become 
romanticised…. 
 
Enough of that twaddle.   
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you - to all of 
you for your cards, flowers, gifts and good 
wishes while I‟ve been unwell.  Again.  I 
feel monumentally guilty, but I didn‟t do it 
deliberately.   
 
I‟ll be sorry to miss Mothers‟ Day in Kenn 
this year - Andrew is taking me away (to 
convalesce - like something out of Miss 
Marple…) so we won‟t be here.   Perhaps 
best so I can‟t breathe over anyone…  
And maybe I‟ll bag the year‟s first cuckoo 
like I did last year... 
 
No Fairtrade Village news this month.  I 
promised to give the outcomes of the 
Steering Committee meeting, but space 
ran out.  Next month I‟ll conjure up a spare 
page. 
 
April Fool‟s Day was invented in 1456 in 
Bristol as a kind way to remind people to 
pay their taxes.  I never knew that. 

Hazel 
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Down on the Farm (dictated by Ray Naish and written by his grandson Leon) 
 

As I have written many times before, April is the favourite month for all livestock farmers. The weather is 
generally warm enough for all the cattle to be let back into their fields. The mundane jobs, like cleaning out 
cattle sheds is over, until next winter. As I have also written before, the milk yield from cows rose greatly 
once the cows have tasted fresh green grass. 
 

This winter after the very cold start has been quite mild, hence the old saying “cold weather before 
Christmas, leads to mild weather in the New Year.” At the time of writing these notes, in early March it looks 
as if there is a good chance of an early spring. By the middle of April, most of the ewes in this part of the 
country, have already had their lambs. The reasonably mild weather has meant that the ewes with their 
young lambs can be put back into the fields quite quickly. On the whole, this year has shown a good crop of 
lambs, with fewer losses than normal. 
 

The trade for sheep meat, including ewes that have no future for lambing is very buoyant, especially the 
older mutton. This type of meat is favoured by the many people that have come into the country from 
abroad. Some of the prices recorded lately have never been heard of before, such is the demand from 
people that now live here from the Middle East. 
 

Down on the Farm in the 1930s and Early 1940s - continued... 
 

In about 1946 the way people farmed began to change, at that time, the majority of the small farmers 
around this area had enough money to buy a tractor. The first tractor we had here at Stonehouse Farm was 
a Ferguson, the first one of that kind in the village, it cost £175 brand new. Bill Pugh was working here at 
the time, he became the Tractor Driver, and we gradually built up implements to fi t it.  
 

The Ferguson Tractor was the first tractor to work on a hydraulic system, all the implements could be 
moved, from field to field, carried by the hydraulic system. This revolutionised farming around here because 
instead of having to keep 2 horses to do the work, the tractor could do everything. However, most farmers 
still kept at least one horse to do the small jobs. 
 

All the beautiful horses that were no longer required were mostly sold for slaughter, the meat being sent to 
France, Belgium and Holland. The people there were starving, as they were still getting over the effect of the 
German occupation. 
 

Very early in the 1940s, all the farmers were compelled to plough some of their fields, to grow corn, to stop 
the population of this country starving, to replace the large consignment of grain that had been coming into 
this country from America, Argentina and Canada. 
 

Hitler’s U-boats sunk much of that coming over the Atlantic. When farmers had to plough a field called The 
Veale, Cox Hay. We grew marvellous crops of wheat there. The first year we had 5 Ricks out there!* Losing 
this field for Hay Making made us extremely short of hay for our cattle.  We often had to buy loads of hay 
from the Oxford area. 
 

At this time, all cows were still being milked by hand, but by 1948 farmers began to have milking machines 
installed. Here at Stonehouse Farm, we still milked our cows by hand until 1945, I then bought a four stall 
portable milking bale from a farm sale at Milton near Weston-super-Mare.  These bales were on iron wheels. 
The day after the sale I took Roly Reed, who worked for me, down to Milton to bring the bale back to the 
farm. He drove so fast, that when we got back to the farm, the wheels had become so hot they were nearly 
melting! 
 

I continued to use a milking bale until I gave up dairy farming in about 1975. These bales were an ideal way 
of milking cows, if you had land scattered around all over the place, because you took the bale to the cows 
and milked them in the field. 
 

The largest number of cows we ever milked here at Stonehouse Farm was about 45, but when I started in 
the early 1950s I only had 6 cows. 
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Then and now - the old Ferguson Tractor (above) and  
Robert and Lise‟s TWELVE piglets (photo Robert Down) (below) 
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KENN W.I. 
 

Mrs. Boulden, a Community First Responder, came to talk to the W.I. at the March meeting.  
Community First Responders are entirely voluntary and work within a four mile radius of their base.  
They are alerted at the same time that a call for the ambulance is logged.  As they are so local they 
can be with a patient very quickly and are able to offer help and reassurance to families until a 
paramedic arrives.  It is to be hoped that none of us ever requires this help but they would be a 
welcome sight. 
 

We are not quite sure how we did it but we won the last round in the skittles tournament against 
Locking Green W.I.  We now wait to see who our next opponents will be. 
 

It has been decided that instead of the customary mystery tour a visit will be paid to the Lavender 
Farm near Frome.  Arrangements for this are under way. 
 

At the April meeting Mr. Negus will be coming to talk about the Curzon Cinema.  Do come along if 
you would like to hear this talk on Wednesday 13th April at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall. 
     

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council which is also the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 
Monday 4th April.  The short Parish Council meeting will begin at 7.15 p.m. and the Annual Parish 
Meeting will follow at 8 p.m.  Everyone is welcome to attend both meetings. 
  
This is the last meeting of the current Parish Council as the closing date for nominations to the 
Parish Council is at noon on that day.  Announcements about successful candidates and whether 
there will be an election will be announced on the 8 th April.  The appropriate notices are displayed on 
the Village Notice Board, the display case at the Village Hall, the Church and the bus shelter.    It 
will also be the last meeting that our current District Councillors attend.  
 

Ann Holtham 

Book Group 
 
Three of us had a fabulous evening at the first Kenn Village Book Group.  We discussed Bill 
Bryson‟s „Down Under‟.  Laughing as we recalled the humour and wit.  Relaying to each other lots 
of „do you remember when‟ moments in the Australian travelogue. Equally we were aghast at the 
hidden injustice meted out by settlers and subsequent governments to the Aboriginals. 
 
We have decided on a format for the group. We will meet monthly, towards the end of the month. 
Notice of the book will be in the N&V at the beginning of the month and in the previous month‟s 
edition.  One month we will read something not too heavy, a familiar work known to us all chosen 
collectively.  The following month we will read something a little more challenging chosen in rotation.  
Next group is on Thursday 21st April 2011 at 7.30 at the Drum and Monkey. We will discuss „Cider 
with Rosie‟ by Laurie Lee. In May we will read and discuss „Star of the Sea‟ by Joseph O‟Connor. 
The date for the May group is yet to be decided.   
 
Come and join us. Like most book groups we chat about the book for a while then move on to other 
topical debate.    

Caroline Holden.       

GOT YA!                    Christopher Taylor – 27th March 2011 
HAPPY 70TH BIRTHDAY 

With love from his sister Wendy and  Julie and Brian Stowell and families. 
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The Market went well and we had lots of visitors. 
 
We had a full hall of sellers including the two who 
were missing last month. We welcomed two new 
stallholders and both had successful mornings.  
 

The Fair Trade table was organised by Julia as 
part of Fair Trade fortnight and was manned by Jo. 
They had a busy time and they will be back next 
time. Our other first timer was Amanda our local 
Avon rep. She is very keen to build up her 
customer base and started this at our Market. We look forward to seeing her with us again in April. 
Money raised by the cake stall went to Red Nose Day and the Table/ Refreshment takings sent to 
RNLI. 

                                  We hope to see you next month on April 9
th

. 

Neighbourhood Watch 
 

As you can see from the letter below, we will no longer be distributing the yellow newsletters.  You 
can still find information if you have a computer from this site: 
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/LocalPages/ 
 

Our Clevedon Support Officer is Peter Hughes - 01275814516 (peter.hughes@avonandsomerset.police.uk) 
 

Clive Golding-Ellis (Duck Lane), John Baber and Jan Bedford (Kenn Street) remain your NW co-
ordinators.  
 

Hello - this is Richard, PCSO at Nailsea Police Station. 
North Somerset Community Watch Newsletters 
 

Please be aware that due to the financial cut backs the senior management team has decided with 
immediate effect to cease the publication of the "yellow" Community Watch Newsletter.  Discussions 
are currently taking place  about a possible replacement and we will keep you informed and updated 
on any future developments. Thank you. 
 

Richard Stamp PCSO  01934 638300 (richard.stamp@avonandsomerset.police.uk) 
 

If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 0845 456 7000 or you can call anonymously to 
the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.  For general information about Neighbourhood 
Watch nationally see the www.mynhw.co.uk website. 

Being Green. I’m doing my best! 
 

Produce at long last! Spring greens survived the harsh winter. I thought they would come to nothing, but they 
are lush and plentiful. They will be ideal for stir fries and salads. All the fruit bushes are in bud. Now I have 
started gardening I now notice what we have. Strawberries, tayberries, josterberries and grapes will be 
plentiful. 
 

Onion sets will go in this weekend. We now have a greenhouse; due to a technical hitch it will not be 
operational until the weekend. After that I will grow tomatoes inside and out for a longer growing and 
harvesting season. I also hope to grow some melons in the green house. Any tips are welcome. 
 

We have an old Tom Putt variety of apple tree in the garden. Despite it never producing one edible apple, 
because it is disease-ridden, it produces the most gorgeous blossom. In the coming weeks I will take some 
pictures and have them printed here or put them on the website. 
 

Having banged on about over-consumption of energy - do I use the tumble drier? Yes, of course I do. „Mum 
where is my P.E. kit?‟ says child. „It is in the washing machine‟ says I. It is 8.00am. „I need it for period three‟ 
says child. Washed and dried P.E. kit makes it to the school for period three. I will forgo the tumble drier for 
the month of April. With a bit of planning it should not be difficult. 

Caroline Holden 
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
  Hazel Limage 01275 349535 
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

 

  
 

 
 
 
Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday, 
April 9th 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - every Tuesday 
 
Dustbin - 12th and 26th 
  
Green Waste - 5th and 19th 

 

Kenn Women’s 
Institute 
  

Wednesday 13th April  
 
Kenn Village Hall, 7:30pm 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‟t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey. 
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Simnel Cakes 
 

I will be making Simnel Cakes for Easter 
Sunday and sending the profits, as usual, to 
the Blay Family in Ghana. 
 

Please order by Sunday  17th April    
Small  £3.50    
Large £5.50   

Julia Bush 
01275 873554  

Can I just say a big thank you to all the folk 
who planted the daffodils last year, all round 
the village.  We have a wonderful display and 
the village green has looked stunning! 
 

Sheila Naish 

The Church Bell Will Ring for the Royal 
Wedding 
 
Geoff Marchant will ring  at 12noon on the 
29th and anyone who would like to come 
along and take part (with  help and guidance) 
will be most welcome - children of all ages are 
especially needed to lend a hand to the 
national ringing of bells for Wills and Kate.  
The wedding itself should be over, so if you‟d 
like to spare ten minutes to come and wish 
them Happy Ever After then please come 
along.   
 
And there will be Fairtrade Mini Easter Eggs 
for all who ring the bell! 

St. John the Evangelist, Kenn – Family Service 
11.00am followed by Easter Vestry Meeting 
 

Jesus and the Woman at the Well was the subject 
of the drama played out by Caroline Holden and 
Ann Holtham with Morgan Lewis doing the 
reading.  Thanks go to Celia Andrews for devising 
the little play – very entertaining and full of insight.  
All the hymns, played on the electric organ, by Jo 
Manning were sung with gusto and so enjoyed that 
several were sung twice, or even thrice over. 
 

Sunday 27th March was also the occasion for The 
Annual Vestry Meeting at St. John‟s Church, Kenn 
– the congregation applauded when retiring 
Churchwardens Julia Bush and John Ball were 
elected for another year.  Julia was proposed by 
Cliff Edwards and seconded by Ray Naish and 
John proposed by Paul Stalder and seconded by 
Grace Griffin.  I took the minutes and recorded the 
names of everyone present for posterity. This is a 
tradition going back for very many years. 
 

The service ended with coffee and biscuits and 
gentle conversation and everyone taking home 
Candytuft plants which had been sown at the 
February Family Service by the children. 

Margaret Ball 

April     
 1

st
  Clare Hibbs  

 3
rd

  Antonis Papasolomontos 
       Avril Withyman 
 4

th
  Rosie Treble 

 6
th
  Andrea Waters 

 7
th
  Jo Batten 

       Archie James Alexander 
 8

th
  Emma Brooks (Fenwick) 

10
th
  Mary Lamb 

        Anna Edwards 
 Jean and Ray Naish   

wedding anniversary 
12

th
  Richard Evans  

13
th
  Troy Gale 

16
th
  Brian Cook 

19
th
  John Ball  

21
st
  Barbara Middleton 

        Lisa Court 
22

nd
  Liz Jaehme 

23
rd

  Mary Willcox 
        Talitha Stowell 
24

th
  Margaret Ball 

        Emily (Golding-Ellis) 
25

th
  Jeannie Bessant 

        Ruby Bessant 
        Harrison Bessant 
28

th
  Theresa Walters 

29
th
  Miles Naish 

The flag was flown and the tower lit: 
 

On March 18th  
to celebrate the  
Golden Wedding 

Anniversary of Colin 
and Jo Cooper 

Altar Guild April  
 
Irene Stowell and Margaret Bessant 
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HOLY WEEK and EASTER SERVICES 2011     
 

MONDAY 18th April 
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn   
7.30pm Compline with Meditation at Claverham   
8.00pm  Meditation & Compline at Yatton   
 

TUESDAY 19th April 
11.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour    
7.30pm Compline with Meditation at Claverham   
8.00pm  Meditation & Compline at Yatton 
 

WEDNESDAY 20th April 
10.00am Holy Communion by Extension at Yatton    
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn    
7.30pm Compline with Meditation at Claverham    
8.00pm Meditation & Compline at Yatton    
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 21st April 
11.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour    
7.30pm The Institution of the Lord‟s Supper at Cleeve    
7.30pm Maundy Thursday Meal with Communion and Vigil at Yatton   
9.00pm Watch „til Midnight at Kingston Seymour   
 

GOOD FRIDAY 22nd April 
10.00am Devotion with Drama at Cleeve    
10.00am  Childrens Workshop at Yatton    
11.00am  Devotional Service at Kenn    
2.00pm  Hour at the Foot of the Cross at Kingston Seymour    
2.00pm  The Last Hour Meditation at Yatton     
2.00pm  The Last Hour Meditation at Claverham     
3.30pm  Ecumenical walk over Cadbury Hill    
 

EASTER EVE  SATURDAY 23rd April 
8.00pm  Ceremony of New Fire at Yatton    
 

EASTER DAY SUNDAY 24th April     
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton    
9.30am Easter Communion & Decoration of Cross at Yatton  
9.30am  Easter Communion at Cleeve    
11.00am  Easter Family Communion at Claverham    
11.00am Easter Communion at Kenn    
11.00am Easter Communion at Kingston Seymour    

Womens World Day of Prayer at Kingston Seymour 
 
How many loaves have you?  Avril Gaunt led the service and Rod Ingouille addressed us about 
globalisation, poverty, injustice - the Haves and the Have Nots.  Loosely wound around the miracle 
of the loaves and the fishes, the service spoke to us with the voices of women from Chile about 
sharing. 
 
It was a lovely service, lots of men came, the ladies of Kingston made us very welcome and we had 
time to chat afterwards.  But my goodness, food for thought.  I came away with one phrase that 
reminds me why we want to be a Fairtrade Village - “Live Simply, so that others may Simply Live” . 
 

Hazel 
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SERVICES FOR APRIL 2011 
 
1st Sunday 3rd April Mothering Sunday 4th in Lent 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Kenn*    
9.30am Family Communion at Yatton  
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve    
11.00am  First Sunday Special at Claverham    
11.00am Family Service at Kenn    
11.00am Family Service at Kingston Seymour    
6.00pm Evensong at Yatton*    
 
2nd Sunday 10th April 5th in Lent    
8:00am Holy Communion at Yatton*    
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion at Claverham    
11:00am Trinity Praise at Cleeve    
11:00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
1.00pm Holy Matrimony at Cleeve     
2.00pm Holy Baptism at Yatton     
6:00pm Evensong at Kingston Seymour*    
6:30pm Holy Communion at Cleeve   
 
3rd Sunday 17th April Palm Sunday    
8.00am  Holy Communion Claverham*    
9.30am  Parish Communion Yatton   
9.30am  Holy Communion Cleeve    
11.00am  Holy Communion Kingston Seymour   
6.00pm  Evensong Kenn*    
 
4th Sunday 24th April Easter Day 
8.00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
9.30am Easter Communion & decoration of Cross at Yatton   
9.30am Easter Communion at Cleeve    
11.00am Easter Family Communion at Claverham    
11.00am Easter Communion at Kenn    
11.00am Easter Communion at Kingston Seymour    
 
HOLY DAYS IN APRIL: 
 
Mark the Evangelist - 25th April transferred to Tuesday May 3rd 8.30am Holy Communion 
 

SERVICES FOR MAY 2011 
 
1st Sunday 1st May  2nd of Easter    
8:00am  Holy Communion at Kenn* 
9:30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
9:30am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am First Sunday Special at Claverham  
11:00am  Family Service at Kingston Seymour  
6:00pm  Evensong with Meditation at Yatton 
  

 * Book of Common Prayer 
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Busy as a Bee at the Village Hall 
 

OK, the title is rather trite, but over this winter some members of Blagdon, Clevedon and District 
Beekeepers have been hard at work in Kenn Village Hall, getting ready for the forthcoming 
beekeeping season.  What we have been doing is twofold. Firstly, we have been running a course 
for beekeepers who want to attain a basic level qualification in beekeeping.  Not surprisingly this is 
called the Basic level, and if you want to keep bees on an allotment  this is the qualification that will 
satisfy most allotment associations and give them 
confidence that you know what you are doing.   
 

The second activity we have been running has 
been interspersed with the Basic course and it is 
this that has given rise to much local interest.  I've 
had questions and comments such as, 
"Beekeeping must be very popular, there were 
loads of cars by the village hall last Tuesday", or, 
"What was all that hammering about?”  
 

In life there are two types of people. Those that can 
assemble IKEA flat pack furniture and those that 
can't.  Beekeepers are not that different and when 
it comes to assembling flat pack beehives (not from 
IKEA I hasten to mention), some beekeepers need 
help.  Also, there is some beekeeping equipment 
which is cheaper to make than to buy and some 
equipment that just can't be bought.  
 

These strands have come together in what I called "Workshop Sessions".  Members of our Branch 
brought their own tools and we provided kits for  them to assemble under supervision.  A great time 
was had by all, if a little noisy at times and if we kept anyone in the village awake we crave your 
indulgence.  Why Kenn Village Hall? From the title of our branch - Blagdon, Clevedon and District 
Beekeepers you may guess that we cover a wide area.  We have members in Portishead and 
others beyond Axbridge and Kenn fits reasonably well into the centre.  The courses will have 
finished by the time you read this so peace and quiet can reign again on a Tuesday night.  Will we 
do it again? I don't know but my thanks to Jean Fenwick, however, for her help in booking the hall 
and with the arrangements for these sessions. 
 

Stephen Brain  

MARGARET‟S MUTTERINGS 
 

News from Cloverlea 
 

Ray and Jean are not as well as they have been, but thanks to wonderful support from care ladies, 
district nurses, family and friends they hope to stay at Cloverlea for a good time yet.  Ray goes for 
dialysis three times a week.  
 

Kenn Village Hall 
 

The new, but too heavy folding tables have been moved on, together with the odd stacking chairs 
and we have purchased a further 6 Go-pack tables and 100 folding chairs.  The odd wooden chairs 
have also been passed on leaving us with around 50 of our traditional elm chairs which are part of 
the ambience of our lovely hall.  Thanks go to everyone who helps to keep this village facility in 
such good condition. Thanks also to those who paid good money for the surplus tables and chairs. 
 

Margaret Ball 
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Kenn Camera Club 
 
 We will meet at the Village Hall on the 3rd Monday of the 
month (April 18th) at 7pm for some outdoor photography.  
Come along and join us. 
 
(Kenn Camera Club members Jeanie Osborne and Chris 
Holloway have both won a  prize for their photos in the 'Trail' 
magazine. Each month the magazine asks for photos of 
“Faces of Fatigue”). 

YOGA FOR EVERYBODY IN KINGSTON SEYMOUR 
 

A weekly yoga class is proving to be quite a hit with the people of Kingston Seymour. It takes place 
at the Village Hall on Wednesday mornings from 10.30 until 11.45am followed by a friendly cup of 
coffee and a chat. 
 

The students who come were a little trepidatious at first, thinking they may have to contort their 
bodies into strange knots, jump around a lot or stand on their heads for hours on end! They have 
been pleasantly surprised to discover that it is not like that at all! They have found that Yoga is 
completely do-able for all and they love it! 
 

No matter what their age, level of fitness or strength the yoga is adapted to suit them, so they can 
exercise safely and appropriately. They have been practicing some simple postures, and by using 
their breath, together with a positive attitude they are finding many beneficial results. 
 

Students comment that they come out of the class feeling invigorated and relaxed. 
 

Yoga teacher and therapist Suzi takes them through a set of postures and encourages them to do 
what feels right and appropriate. She suggests alternative movements or adaptations to any 
postures that anyone might find difficult.  
 

Spaces are available at the class, so you can come along without commitment to see if it‟s for you. 
Chances are you might just get hooked!  First taster class is free! (£6.50 usually, or £5.50 in 
advance). 
 

Contact Suzi on 01275 846831, 07776321989 or suzi@yogafriendly.co.uk 
to ask questions or to sign up for a session. 

Bluebells, Beer and Bullocks Bottom 
  
Don‟t forget the  walk on SATURDAY 14th 
MAY, visiting the Bluebell woods near 
Portbury, the distance will be around  three 
and a half miles and we will meet outside 
Stonehouse Farm (next to Ray‟s house)  at 
12.30 to share transport 
  

Chris and Jean 

Yatton Local History Society 
 

Tuesday 5th April 

 
Yatton Methodist Church Hall 8pm 

 
Ballooning in the Bristol Region and its History 

- an exhilarating tale brought up to date.   
 

John Penny 

Kenn Villagers/History Lunch at the Drum, 12.30 for 1pm, Friday 22nd April.   
Come and meet up with your neighbours - the food is great and the company not far behind! 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 272 APRIL 2011 

14 

Emma Brooks (nee Fenwick) is in training for the London 
MoonWalk Marathon.  She hopes to raise funds to fight 

Breast Cancer - so please come along to the coffee morning 
at the Village Hall and raise some more! 

 
Jean’s Amazing Cupcakes, and Fairtrade Tea, Coffee and 

Sugar! 
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Bird News I 
 
Migration started early this year with a couple of fine male Wheatears at the Yeo Estuary on the 
early date of 9th March.  I recorded my first singing Chiffchaff along the Strawberry Line on the 
13th, and it is very unusual to see a Wheatear before Chiffchaff.  John Croxton noted a Swallow 
over Duck Lane on the 18th - a very early date - my first was on the wires at North End, Yatton, on 
the 25th, and to date (26th) I have not heard a Blackcap in song.  Thee were 3 Blackcaps visiting 
our bird feeder in the first half of the month, but these have moved on and we are waiting for our 
summering birds to arrive.  John had a Brambling visit his garden whilst Bryan Thompson hosted a 
Grey Wagtail - a species that has been much less regular this winter. 
 
The Redwings and Fieldfares departed en masse with the arrival of southerly winds although 
migrants from further south passed through during the ensuing days. 
 
The Treecreepers have been active in Littlewood and it was good to see a Goldcrest there.  Early in 
the month a Woodcock was still present and the Great Spotted Woodpecker began drumming soon 
afterwards. 
 
A Merlin was still along the sea wall (9th and 25th) and by the latter date Skylarks were back in 
numbers in full glorious song. 
 
As I have written before, April is the main migration month; Swallows, House Martins, Warblers and 
perhaps even Cuckoos should be arriving.  

Trevor Riddle 

BIRD NEWS II 
 
Jeffrey Naish heard the first Chiffchaff of the Spring on the 15th March at Wraxall, a very early date. 
 
There has been dreadful news about large numbers of Swans being shot on the Somerset Levels, but all is not lost.  A 
farmer’s wife, who lives on the Somerset Levels, and has dialysis treatment with me at Weston-super-Mare hospital, 
has told me that one of their fields has nice fresh grass early in the spring.  One day recently 60 Swans descended on 
the field. 
 
A pair of Blackbirds has been visiting our garden at Cloverlea daily.  They are probably nesting in the Leylandii hedge 
opposite.  These are the first Blackbirds that we have had in the garden for a long time.  They are doing well, stealing 
the dog’s food. 
 
Tina Middleton who lives at Chestnut Grove, Clevedon has reported two sorts of Woodpeckers on her lawn most days, 
they are of the Green and Greater Spotted varieties.  She also received regular visits from a very colourful Jay. 
 

Ray Naish 

BIRD NEWS III 
 
Saturday 26th March I saw my first Swallow of the season, on the electric line near Kenn Village Hall, when I told Trevor 
Riddle in church on Sunday he told me that John Croxton had reported one in the Duck Lane region for a couple of 
days – his first sighting Friday 18th March - that makes two - does that mean summer will soon be with us..? 
 

Margaret Ball 
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Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


